THE   Tl'RA'ISH   JfOM'   OF  1876.               461

But when the Herzegovina rose against the Turk
in 1875, it was impossible to hold the Montenegrins
back. The " Andrassy Note," which had this object,
fell flat, From the outset, Montenegrin volunteers
took an active part in a rising which began almost at
their doors. According to the Turkish version, whole
battalions of them fought in the ranks of the insur-
gents. An army was collected at Skodra to keep
them in check ; strongly wrorded remonstrances were
addressed by the Porte to the Prince. The reply was
a demand for the cession of part of the Herzegovina
and the publication of an offensive and defensive
alliance with Prince Milan of Servia. On the 2nd of
July, 1876, Montenegro followed the example of her
brother Serbs, and declared war against her ancient
enemy. An army of eleven thousand men, under the
command of the Prince, at once invaded the Herze-
govina. The old spirit and the new military organisa-
tion of the invaders speedily made themselves felt.
The Herzegovinians flocked to the Prince's standard,
and he soon had twenty thousand men under his
control. The first important engagement took place
on the 28th, at the village of Yucidol, where Mouktar
Pasha, the Turkish commander, was defeated and
wounded. A little later, the army of the South,
amounting to six thousand men and led by the
Prince's cousin, Bozo Petrovic, the present Monte-
negrin Premier, twice defeated Mahmoud Pasha -at
Medun, and, after a four months1 siege, that place
surrendered. An armistice was concluded in Novem-
ber, and the Prince sent two plenipotentiaries to
Constantinople to negotiate a peace. But his pro-